
The Civic Duties of a Believer (Student Copy) 

Titus 3:1–2 

 

(3:1–2) Introduction:  

The thrust of this passage is not the rulers of government and their behavior; the 

thrust is the believer and his duty to the state. Usually the believer can do little 

about how the authorities in government conduct their affairs, but the believer 

can do a great deal about his behavior as a citizen within the state. And God is 

very, very clear about the believer’s behavior. Keep in mind that such terrible 

leaders as Nero were ruling when God led Paul to give these instructions to Titus 

and the believers on the island of Crete.  

Nero: 

Nero was the 5th emperor of Rome and the last of Rome's first dynasty, the Julio-

Claudians, founded by Augustus (the adopted son of Julius Caesar). Nero is 

known as one of Rome's most infamous rulers, notorious for his cruelty and 

debauchery. He ascended to power in AD 54 aged just 16 and died at 30. Because 

Nero was only 16 when he succeeded Claudius, Agrippina at first attempted to 

play the role of regent. Her power gradually weakened, however, as Nero came 

to take charge of the government. As a result of her opposition to Nero's affair 

with Poppaea Sabina, the Emperor decided to murder his mother. 

Motivated by a desire to destroy the city, Nero secretly sent out men pretending 

to be drunk to set fire to the city. Nero watched from his palace on the Palatine 

Hill singing and playing the lyre. Nero was motivated to destroy the city so he 

would be able to bypass the senate and rebuild Rome in his image. 

 

Six duties of the Christian citizen are clearly spelled out. 

    1.      He/she is to obey the laws of the state (v. 1). 



    2.      He/she is to do good works (v. 1). 

    3.      He/she is not to speak evil (v. 2). 

    4.      He/she is to be peaceable (v. 2). 

    5.      He/she is to be gentle (v. 2). 

    6.      He/she is to show humility (v. 2). 

 

 


